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ABNER CHENEY GOODELL (1831-1914) 
Fellow in Class III, Section 3, 1891. 

Abner Cheney Goodell was born in Cambridgeport on the first of 
October, 1831. While he was yet a mere child his father moved to 
Salem and it was in the public schools of this latter place that Goodell 
received his education. In the High School he came in competition 
with the brothers William G. and Joseph H. Choate and it is said that 
he led the class in scholarship. 

After leaving School, he began his life in the outer world in his 
father's machine shop but an opportunity soon offered him to read 
law in the office of an Uncle practising in Ipswich of which he availed 
himself. Following that up he concluded his studies in a Salem office 
and was admitted to the bar in 1852. 

He began the practice of Law in Lynn, where he had an office for 
about five years. In 1856 he was appointed Register of the Court of 
Insolvency in Essex County and in 1858 he became Register of the 
joint Courts of Probate and Insolvency, and for twenty years there- 
after was annually reelected to that office. He served the city of 
Salem in the year 1865 as alderman. He became President of the 
Salem and South Danvers Street Railroad in 1865, an office which he 
retained until 1884. He took over a bankrupt road and delivered to 
his successor a valuable paying property. He was appointed in 1865 
one of a commission to prepare for publication copies of the Province 
Laws and Resolves. This board performed its work and was suc- 
ceeded in 1867 by a commission appointed to supervise the publica- 
tion of the Laws. Of this body he was also a member. The second 
commission remained in power until 1890, when a new board was 
appointed of which he also was one. This latter commission was 
superceded in 1896, at which time the work of supervising the publica- 
tion of the Laws was lodged in the hands of the Governor and Council. 

In 1879, he assumed the editorship of the publication of the Laws. 
Up to that time he had received no pay for his services on the com- 
mission. Thence forward, so long as he was connected with the work, 
he practically gave all his time to it, and received in return a meagre 
and inadequate salary. 

He was President of the New England Historic Genealogical 
Society from January 1887 until June 1892. He was a member of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, of the Colonial Society of Massa- 
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chusetts, and a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
He was awarded the honorary degree of Master of Arts by Amherst 
College, and was elected an honorary member of the Harvard Chapter 
of the $BK, He was a Corresponding Member of the New York, 
New Hampshire, Maine and Rhode Island Historical Societies. 

During a period of about thirty years Mr. Goodell was connected 
with the publication of the Province Laws and for seventeen years he 
filled the office and actually performed the functions of Editor. It 
was in deference to his ideas that the system of annotation was 
adopted which prevails throughout the five volumes of the public 
Laws. It was his purpose to furnish material illustrative of the 
conditions in the community which caused the legislation to which 
the notes were appended. In the search for material of this char- • 
acter, he ransacked the Archives, searched the records of the Courts, 
examined contemporary publications and caused similar searches and 
examinations to be instituted at the Records Office in England. His 
interest in the work, great at all times, increased with its progress. 
His care and attention were directed not only towards the faithful 
reproduction of all this contributory material, but he also developed 
a corps of assistants whose work was characterized by phenomenal 
accuracy. He may be said to have become thoroughly identified 
with the work and upon its reputation among future students will 
depend his fame. It is quite certain that the careful study by way 
of preparation of these notes made him unquestionably the best in- 
formed man in Massachusetts on the customs and modes of life 
during the days of the province. 

Mr. Goodell's connection with the publication of the Province Laws 
was abruptly severed in 1896. This was brought about by impatience 
at delays in bringing forth the volumes, delays which were caused by 
his desire for completeness and accuracy. Even before the work was 
finally stopped, he was compelled to abandon his system of annotation 
and to revert to that set forth in the original resolution, marginal 
references. The methods by which the publication was closed were 
of a nature to leave ill-will between the parties concerned. Never- 
theless, three years thereafter, when the renewal of the publication 
was under consideration, the Governor and Council consented to the 
tender of the Editorship to Mr. Goodell. He declined however to 
accept the position. 

He was married in 1866, and when he died he left surviving him, 
a widow and two sons. His house was always open to his friends and 
here surrounded by the attentions of a devoted family, he passed 



JOHN CHIPMAN GRAY. 

the later days of his life. Those who were able to profit by his 
hospitality dwell upon his genial manners and the great power and 
interest of his conversational faculties. 

The attention of the Academy is of necessity concentrated upon 
his historical research in connection with the Province Laws. It is 
upon the character and value of that work that his fame must rest. 
While we can not at present predict with certainty what the verdict 
of posterity will be, we have at any rate at our command the pro- 
found respect with which students today treat these annotations, 
upon which we may predicate an opinion as to what is impending in 
the future. 

For the details given of Mr. Goodell's Salem life, this sketch is 
indebted to a Memoir published in the Bulletin of the Essex Institute, 
to which one may turn for fuller details concerning this portion of his 
life. 

Andrew McFarland Davis. 



JOHN CHIPMAN GRAY (1839-1915) 

Fellow in Class III, Section 1, 1878, Vice-President, 1902-1912. 

John Chipman Gray, long Fellow and for several years Vice- 
President of the Academy, was born in Brighton, July 14, 1839; 
received from Harvard University the degrees of A.B. in 1859, LL.B. 
in 1861, and A.M. in 1862; served in the army of the United States, 
1862-65; practised law in Boston 1865-1915; and was lecturer and 
Professor in the Harvard Law School continuously, excepting two 
years before 1875, from 1869 until his resignation in 1913; died 
February 25, 1915. He received the honorary degree of LL.D. from 
Yale and Harvard. He had been President of the Harvard Alumni 
Association, of the Harvard chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, and of the 
Boston Bar Association, and a member of the Massachusetts Histori- 
cal Society. He was a legal author of eminence, his principal works 
being Restraints on Alienation (1883, 1895), The Rule against Per- 
petuities (1886, 1906, 1915), The Nature and Sources of the Law 
(1909). 

Professor Gray was a virile man, mentally and physically, one in 
whom wisdom, judgment, and probity were joined with illuminated 



